AN ACTIVE GOVERNOR             93

senseless.* In the midst of this scene of confusion
they were suddenly charged by the Rajah's horse-
men. Half drowned, undisciplined, and with
their ammunition spoiled by water, they could
make only a feeble resistance. Midford and his
English Serjeant, Hill, were desperately wounded
and made prisoners, together with five Europeans
and forty-seven topasses, while sixty men were
killed and two gallivats lost. The wretched
topasses had their noses cut off, five European
heads were stuck up in derision before the factory,
while Midford and Hill were alternately cajoled
and threatened to induce them to take service
with the Rajah.

In consequence of this disaster, the factory
sued for peace, but the Rajah's terms were so
humiliating that they were rejected, and it was
decided to await further reinforcements from
Bombay; but two months elapsed before their
arrival. Meanwhile, a post of four hundred men
was established on shore to guard the water-
supply required for daily use. This gave rise to

* In a letter, three years later, on the conduct of military officers,
it is stated that " Stanton was drunk the time he should have gone
upon action at Carwar."